WILLIAM PRYNNE
[Born 1600. Controversial writer. Educated at Oxford, he studied
kw at Lincoln's Inn until he became immersed in writing contro-
versial pamphlets, the best known of which was his Histrio-Mastixj
or a Scourge for Stage Players (163 3), a bitter attack on most of the popular
amusements of the day. For writing it, Prynne was brought before
the Star Chamber, fined £5000, pilloried, and had both his ears cut
off, besides being sentenced to imprisonment for life. Undeterred
by this, he issued from his prison a fierce attack on Laud and the hier-
archy, for which he was again fined, pilloried, and branded on both
cheeks with the letters S.L. for Seditious Libeller. Removed to Car-
navon Castle, he remained there until liberated in 1641 by the Long
Parliament. He soon after became a Member of the House and joined
with extreme rancour in the prosecution of Laud. He then turned his
attacks onto the Independents, the Army and the Protectorate, and
was among those expelled from the House of Commons by Cromwell,
whom he had opposed in regard to the execution of the King with such
asperity that he again suffered imprisonment, from which he was
released in 1652. He supported the Restoration and was by Charles II
appointed Keeper of the Records in the Tower, where he did good
service by compiling the Calendar of Parliamentary Writs and Records.
He published altogether about two hundred books and pamphlets,
dying in 1669.]
A
JNO 1637 he was stigmatized in the Pillorie, and then
Banished to Cornet-castle in Guernsey, where he was very
civilly treated by the Governout Carteret, a very ancient
familie in that Island.   His Eares were not quite cutt off, only
the upper part, his tippes were visible.   Bishop William Lawd,
A. B. Cant., was much blamed for being a Spectator, when he
was his Judge.   Anno 1641 he was, with Burton and Bastwyck;
called home by the Parliament, and hundreds mett him and them
out of London some miles.
He was a learned man, of immense reading, but is much
blamed for his unfaithfull quotations. He was of a strange
Saturnine complexion. Sir C. W. sayd once, that he had the
countenance of a Witch,
His manner of Studie was thus : he wore a long quilt cap,
which came 2 or 3, at least, inches over his eies, which served
him as an Umbrella to defend his Eies from the light. About
every three houres his man was to bring Htm a roll and a pott
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